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many indirect ways.”
The most direct benefit is 

making college more afford-
able for many Americans, he 
explained.

“What’s important is that 
the government is trying to 
act progressively to fix the 
clog in the credit system,” he 

said. 
“Penn has a lot of resourc-

es, but public institutions are 
getting hammered and look-
ing at a bleak picture because 
students can’t get loans.”

A not her d i rect  benef it 
higher education might see 
from the bill is further fund-
ing for infrastructure repair 
at educational institutions.

“There will be a nice chunk 
of change allocated for col-
leges to renovate their build-
ings,” Miller said.

“Penn is on a rebuilding 
mania,” he continued, “Phila-
delphia is doing cartwheels 
over it. If Penn can get in on 

the money offered by this bill, 
it could really get going with 
some more of these large-
scale projects.”

He stressed that the in-
direct benefits will be “just 
as significant — if not more 
so.”

The legislation includes 
new pol icies to hold K-12 
teachers more accountable, 
which will result in curricu-
lum changes.

“Certainly within a year or 
two, we will feel these effects 
in changes to teacher train-
ing and recruitment,” Miller 
added.

While he said it would be 

hard to predict specifically 
what the bill will do for Penn, 
Bill Andresen, associate vice 
president of federal affairs, 
noted it is “excellent for high-
er education in general.”

“Besides freeing up mon-
ey for student loans, we will 
see significant increases in 
research dollars, and Penn 
has traditionally been able 
to take money from those ac-
counts,” he said.

The bill will move on to the 
Senate on Monday, and, ac-
cording to Andresen, “will 
hopefully be on the Presi-
dent’s desk by President’s 
Day.”
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Stimulus 
could help 
higher ed

addition to faculty and admin-
istration, several students 
also sit on ESAC, including 
members of the Undergradu-
ate Assembly and Penn Envi-
ronmental Group. 

The committee is com-
posed of six subcommittees 
— academic, built environ-
ment, energy and utilities, 
waste management and re-
cycling, transportation and 
communicat ions — orga-
nized around the topics most 
critical to reducing Penn’s 

carbon footprint, according 
to Facilities and Real Estate 
Vice President Anne Papa-
george.

“When I went to college, 
there was one outlet on either 
side of the wall,” said sustain-
ability coordinator Dan Ga-
rofalo. “Our office equipment 
is so much more dense than 
what it used to be.” He added 
that small actions, like not 
keeping electronics plugged 
in after they’re fully-charged, 
make a big difference.

Penn is among those at the 
forefront of the 500 schools 
that have signed the com-
mitment. Its draft includes 
recommendations to man-
age energy more efficiently 

through monitoring real-time 
campus consumption at a cen-
trally-located command cen-
ter, to continue to plan new 
buildings and renovations that 
meet LEED standards — a 
national benchmark to deter-
mine environmental friendli-
ness — and to increase use of 
renewable energy like wind 
power, of which Penn is a lead 
purchaser in the nation.

In addition to the plan, the 
school is looking at every-
thing from installing light 
sensors in libraries to save 
energy, to insulating under-
ground pipes to finding ways 
to encourage people to use 
alternative sources of trans-
portation. 

Penn is also working to 
make many of the changes 
more opaque — students 
shouldn’t have to feel a drop 

in temperature when a room 
is using less energy, Garofalo 
said.

“When I got to Penn sev-
eral years ago, none of this 
was happening,” said Col-
lege senior and PEG member 
Michael Poll, who currently 
sits on ESAC. “To see that 
the University has taken a 
stance that prioritizes this 
important issue is really en-
couraging.”

“No matter what we do 
as humans, the earth will 
eventually be fine — it may, 
however, kick us out in the 
process,” Poll said, explain-
ing why students should 
care about the issues. “We 
as a generation are estab-
lishing our own fate by our 
decisions, and particularly as 
members of a university, it’s 
our responsibility to lead.”
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U. drafts 
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environment

traveled to Selma, Montgom-
ery and Birmingham, Ala., to 
learn about the relationship 
between blacks and Jews 
during the Civil Rights Era.

Through lectures before 
the tr ip, v isit ing Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s church, 
walk ing the route of the 
bus boycott and touring a 
synagogue that was bombed 
because of a rabbi’s involve-
ment in the fight for racial 
equa l it y,  students f rom 
seemingly disparate back-
grounds saw first-hand how 
interconnected their histo-
ries actually are, according 
to College senior Dan Ross, 
who went on the program his 
freshman year.

“Being a Jew with South-
ern roots, it was going back to 
where I’m from and looking 
at it in a new perspective,” he 
said. “It was special to see 
that my people were involved 
with this great movement for 
justice.”

While Ross said he learned 
and grew personally from the 
trip, he knows the coalition 
between the two communi-
ties is bigger than his own 

experience.
“The black-Jewish alliance 

used to be significantly stron-
ger than it is today,” he said. 
“We’re looking for a stronger 
relationship in the future.”

Because of this unique, 
shared history, students re-
main committed to nurturing 
the relationship with events 
like last night’s and the ASB 
trip.

“ T h e r e  a r e  c o m m o n 
themes in their histories that 
trace back historically and 
that make this collaboration 
happen at Penn,” said College 
senior and Hillel President 
Deena Greenberg, who also 
has participated in the pro-
gram, adding that she hopes 
last night’s event was “one of 
many future events to con-
tinue our collaboration and 
cooperation.”

“We have to recognize 
our connections and to un-
derstand each other’s his-
tories,” said College senior 
Asantewaa Poku, NA ACP 
vice president of executive 
affairs. “While dialogue and 
talking about race relations 
is really important, it’s also 
just good to come together 
and make friends.”
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Hillel and NAACP host 
‘speed-friending’ event

unique because they’re at 
the bedside,” said Kim Win-
nick, director of marketing 
at WXPN. “Patients really 
respond to the personal na-
ture of these performances 
— there’s an intimate, one-on-
one connection.”

WXPN’s Musicians on Call 
program is a branch of the 
larger Musicians on Call or-
ganization, founded in 1999 in 
New York City. 

When musicians Michael 
Solomon and Vivek Tiwary 
found that some hospital pa-
tients were unable to attend 
their regular performances, 
they began traveling from 
room to room, playing for pa-
tients who couldn’t attend the 
concerts. They created Musi-
cians on Call after receiving 
praise from hospital patients 
and staff.

“You can feel this magic 
happen, where — whatever’s 
going on — it just got a little 
better,” Solomon said.

Over the past ten years, the 
group has spread to Philadel-
phia and Nashville and now 
helps volunteer musicians 
play for over 1,000 people per 
week in 20 different hospi-
tals.

In 2004, the organiza-
tion partnered with WXPN 
to reach patients at HUP, 
and recently has expanded 
to serve four different area 
hospitals. 

WXPN now calls on a list 
of about 30 musicians to per-
form weekly at well-attended 

events.
“This is just a very human 

endeavor,” said local musician 
Dave Falcone, who is part of 
Musicians on Call. “They 
touch us as much as we touch 
them.”

The organization has grown 
fast. Since 1999, the group’s 
musicians have played for 
over 100,000 patients around 
the country.

According to Winnick, the 
organization aims to expand 
to more cities and hospitals. 
It hosts several fundraising 
concerts each year featur-
ing artists ranging from 
Miranda Cosgrove to Yo-Yo 
Ma.

In addition to its in-hospital 
events, Musicians on Call 
runs a “CD Pharmacy” pro-
gram, which distributes do-
nated CDs and CD players to 
patients in need of entertain-
ment.

“This particular program 
has been a real godsend 
to many of the kids,” said 
Richard O’Reilly, chairman 
of pediatrics at Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Hospital. “It 
brought children out who 
were really very, very quiet. It 
really makes for a more posi-
tive experience.”

Lynn Schuchter, chief of 
hematology at HUP, was also 
impressed with the organiza-
tion’s success. 

“To have somebody come 
in and connect with [the 
pat ients] through music 
is incredibly healing and 
incredibly powerful,” she 
said.
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‘Musicians on Call’ members 
perform for hospital patients

hormone injections and lab tests, 
and sometimes prosthetics, hair 
removal and mental-health ser-
vices. 

Each individual procedure 
falls under the term “transition-
related care” and may be cov-
ered by health insurance, but not 

when one — supposedly trans-
gendered — person requires all 
at once, she said.

“Because of the way excep-
tions are written, very often 
trans people get excluded from 
gender-specific care,” Keisling 
added.

For example, she said, some 
transgendered people may at 

times require both a mammo-
gram and a prostate exam. Their 
policies, which would normally 
cover each procedure on its own, 
claim these exams are “trans-
gender related,” and thus they 
refuse to cover either.

Lambda Alliance chairman 
and College junior Dennie Zas-
trow called failing to cover the 
costs of the procedure “a perfect 
example of the discrimination 
the community still faces.”

But Division of Human Re-
sources spokeswoman Terri 
Ryan disagreed that the policy 
was discriminatory.

She wrote in an e-mail that, 
because the procedure is denied 
to all plan participants, it is not 
in violation of the nondiscrimi-
nation policy, which guarantees 
the same coverage “regardless 
of race, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, religion, color, 
national or ethnic origin, age, dis-
ability or [veteran status].”

She added that through a sur-
vey, Penn determined that few 
other Ivy League universities 
cover the surgery.

Mercer, one of Penn’s consult-
ing firms, estimated that about 
2.3 percent of employers cover 
the procedure, based on data col-

lected in October and November 
2007 by the International Founda-
tion of Employee Benefit Plans.

Still, Ryan said Penn must 
strike a balance between the 
most extensive coverage possi-
ble and the need to control costs. 
She added that the cost of includ-
ing reassignment surgery in the 
current insurance plan would be 
substantial.

Cross disagreed. She said the 
cost of treating the severe de-
pression or suicidal tendencies 
associated with some patients 
amounts to more than that of the 
procedure.

Although Lambda has no con-
crete plans in place to address 
the issue, Zastrow said the group 
has discussed bringing the 
greater issue of campus climate 
to the Undergraduate Assem-
bly and intends to focus largely 
on transgender-related issues 
throughout the semester.

“It is a critical time in our 
country for individuals in need 
of health insurance coverage,” 
said School of Law lecturer Sta-
cey Sobel. “Transgender people 
deserve the same access to 
ensure that their health care 
needs are covered as any other 
employee.”
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Members of LGBT community question U. health care
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L ast  n ig ht ,  Weig le I n-
for mat ion Commons was 
transformed into a global 
l a nd sc ap e t hat  spa n ned 
countr ies as far apart as 
China, Latvia, Botswana and 
New Zealand.

Visitors col lected their 
“passports” at the entrance 
to the Student Experiences 
Abroad 2009 event , which 
gave them access to different 
countries located in the vari-
ous rooms of the Commons. 

With an international buf-
fet, cake-cutting ceremony 
and raffle draw, the area was 
buzzing as prospective study 
abroad students chatted with 
the presenters, who had been 
asked to discuss their own 
experiences abroad. 

Every one of the presenters 
agreed their time abroad had 
been “awesome” and were vo-
racious in their descriptions of 
the great times they had, both 
socially and academically. 

Col lege junior Brandon 
Gollotti and College senior 
Jared Kassan, both of whom 
studied in England for a se-
mester, said they felt they 
had gained more of an in-
ternational experience than 
they would have spending the 
semester at Penn. 

Kassan added that the stu-
dents at the London School 

of Economics and Political 
Science where he was based 
were “a lot more aware of 
what was going on in the 
world” than the natives of his 
California homeland. 

Gollotti said being abroad 
lent him a greater under-
standing of how foreigners 
view the U.S., which added 
to his own sense of identity 
as an American. 

And the European countries 
are certainly not the only prom-

ising study-abroad options. 
Michael Steele-Eytle,  rep-

resentative for the “beauti-
ful” islands of Trinidad and 
Tobago, encouraged students 
to consider studying in the 
Caribbean, especially those 
interested in ecology or cul-
tural and ethnic studies. 

P at  M a r t i n ,  a sso c i at e 
d irector of Penn Abroad, 
strongly emphasized the 
all-around benefits of Study 
Abroad. 

“The persona l  g row th, 
maturity, independence and 
confidence that Penn Abroad 
returnees showed was a re-
flection of how self-enriching 
the program can be if you are 
f lexible and open to under-
standing and adapting to new 
situations,” she said.  

As College senior Shanel-
lah Verna, who studied in 
Seville, Spain, put it: “Being 
in Spain was like being in 
America, but better!” 

Getting advice for study abroad at Penn
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Penn Abroad and Penn Libraries held a joint event at Weigle Information Commons where former 
and potential study abroad students discussed their experiences.

Students discuss 
experiences abroad 
at Weigle Commons
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