Photoshop, Beyond the Basics: Intro to Layers

Instructors
Jesse Turnbull, Sarah Jacoby, David Toccafondi
Vitale Digital Media Lab

Vitale Digital Media Lab
215-746-2661
wicl@pobox.upenn.edu
http://wic.library.upenn.edu/lab/

Lab Hours:

Monday - Thursday: 9am - 10pm
Friday: 9am - 9pm

Saturday: 12 noon - 9pm
Sunday: 12 noon - 9pm

Scheduled Lab Closings
When we know ahead of time that the lab will be closed for a class, we list it online at
http://wic.library.upenn.edu/lab/closings2.html

Reminder: Your feedback is really important to us. Please take a minute to complete the
evaluation form and return it at the end of class.

Course Objectives

In this fast-paced class, we will introduce and explore one of the most fundamental yet
powerful features in Photoshop -- Layers, which allow you to edit your images in a
nondesctructive way, retaining as much flexibility and editability as possible. This class
assumes a working knowledge of Photoshop basics.

This training is a fast-paced introduction to using layers in Adobe Photoshop, intended for
people with no prior knowledge of layers.

In this course you will learn:

What layers are and why they are useful

How to use the Layers palette

How to create, move, reorder, and align/distribute layers

About layer opacity

About different types of layers, such as the background, normal layers, and type
layers, and adjustment layers.

About layer masks

How to add layer styles

More as time permits

Where can you use Photoshop?
e Download a free 30-day trial (Mac or Win) at http://www.adobe.com/downloads
e Use it for free in the Vitale Digital Media Lab or in the Weigle Information Commons
e Purchase it at a discounted price at the Computer Connection (located in the Penn
Bookstore)
e Purchase the much less expensive Adobe Photoshop Elements, at the Computer
Connection



Layel’S palette " | Palettetab Thisisusedto movethe palettearound;
. justclickanddrag.Clickingwill also bringitforward if

it'sbehind anotherpalette suchasChannelsorPaths.
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Palette menu Clicking thistiny buttonopens
upamenuofmanyuseful layer-based operations.

Layer Blending mode This
drop-downboxisusedtosethow
theactivelayer's pixels blend with

the pixelsbeneathit. Thisisused
tocreateavarietyofeffects.

Itprovides quickaccesstocommoncommands
withoutdigging throughthetopmenus.

Layer Opacity Thissets
thepercentage of opacity
fortheactivelayer. Think

ofitastransparency-but

F"' s Linreverse.
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Locking controls Theseiconswill
lockthetransparency, pixels, or position

100%

Layer Fill SimilartoOpacityinthatit
canbeusedtosetthetransparencyofa

propertiesoftheactivelayer.Locked layers
willhaveasmalllockindicatornexttothem.
A
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layer.Onedistinctdifferenceisthatthis
settingwillnotaffectthelayerstyles.
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Group folder and layers The
expandible/collapsiblefolderisa
containerforindented layersunderit.
| Excellentforkeepingthingsorganised.

-
Layer thumbnail Atiny previewof what |

Y @@ TextGroup

Layer name Unlessthedefault

label of ‘Layer 1'ismeaningful toyou,
keepthingsclearbydouble-clicking

- Y-blend ©

e L thistextand namingyourlayers.

isonthatlayer.Holddown Ctrl/Cmdand
clickonthethumbnailtocreateaselection

intheshapeofthelayercontents. |
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Textlayer The T'iconindicatesthislayer
isstill editabletext.Double-clickingthe
thumbnail will selectthetext,and switchto i

- A-blend
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Clipping layer Thisindicatormeans

thelayerisclippedbythelayerbelow.It |
usespixelsofthe underlyinglayerasa
typeofmasktodefinevisibleareas.
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Styleicon Thisindicator,along

theTexttooltomakeeditingthetexteasier,
\ |

layer.Double-clickingonitbringsup
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Visibility toggle Clicktheicontohide/
reveal layercontents. Dragup/down this
columntotogglevisibility of many layers. |

theLayerStylesdialogbox.
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Layer mask Agreyscaleimagethat

Vector mask Thisusesvector
shapes, or pathscreatedwith the
Pentool,todefinevisibleareasofthe
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| 4 withthearrowbutton, revealsthe
" = stylesettingsassociatedwith this

layer.Thisisthe bestoptionforwhen

definesthetransparencyofalayer.

Blackareasofthemaskhidethelayer’s
pixels,whiteareasreveal them.
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Adjustment layer Anon-destructiveway
ofmakingadjustments, egLevels/Curves.
Double-clicktheicontochangesettings.

L Themaskletsyouapplytheeffectselectively.

L sharp, crispedgesareneeded.

Active layer Theactivelayerhasa
bluebackgroundbehindthelayer
nameandadouble borderaround
thethumbnail. Hold down Shiftor
Ctrl/Cmd toselectmultiple layers. $
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Smart Object Thislayerisactuallyanother g

New Layer Clicktoaddablank
layerabovetheactivelayer.Ordrag

Photoshopfilethathasbeeninsertedasa
SmartObject.ltcanbetreated likealayer, but
L alsoupdatedoutside ofthisfile.

anexisting layertothisicontocreate
acopy.Hold Ctrl/Cmdtoaddablank
layerbelowtheactivelayer.Hold Alt/
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Background layer Thedefaultlayer

OpttogetalayerPropertiesboxfirst. 2
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Trash Clickingherewill delete the

ofanewfile.Thebackgroundlayerhas
limited editability; double-clickingitcan ===~
§ turnitintoaregularlayer.

activelayer.Youcanalsoclickand
dragoneormanylayersdownto
thisicontodeletethem.

Link Layers |
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Resize palette Tired ofscrolling

layer, thoselinked

tochoosefrom.Selectastyleand
\toitwill movetoo.

thensettheoptionsasyouseefit.

Selectmorethan | i ‘ﬂg@ g
onelayerandclick | e =
thischainiconto o
linkthemtogether. Add Layer Style Thisicon

Nowifyoumovea givesyouamenuoflayerstyles

PHOTOSHOP CREATIVE

Adjustment Layer menu Thismenu
allowsyoutoselectfromavarietyof methods
toadjustyourimage. It createsan adjustment
layer (withamaskl)abovetheactivelayer.

downtoseeallyourlayers?Long

layernamesbeing truncated?Click

anddragheretoresizethe palette,
J

New Group Clicktoaddablankgroupabovetheactive
layer.Selectand dragmultiplelayers ontothisicon togroup
them.Hold Alt/OpttogetaGroup Properties box first.
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